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CODE OF ETHICS AND PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS  

FOR PROFESSIONAL HISTORIANS IN AUSTRALIA  

 

 

1. PREAMBLE  

The Code has been formulated to embrace the practice of all members of 

Professional Historians Associations in Australia. The Code is intended to 

consolidate high standards of professionalism, integrity and scholarship. It 

provides standards by which historians may measure the propriety of their conduct 

in their relationships with colleagues and the profession; their relationship with 

clients; and their responsibilities to the community. Adherence to the Code is a 

condition of membership of all Member Associations of the Australian Council of 

Professional Historians Associations (ACPHA). 

 

2. GENERAL CONDUCT 

2.1 Members are obliged to accept the standards, endorsed by the Australian 

Council of Professional Historians Associations, and to accept the self-

imposed disciplines of their profession. 

2.2 In their professional role, members should at all  times be courteous and 

considerate to others.  

2.3 Members are entitled to expect that their personal choice of style, approach, 

evaluation of evidence and interpretation will be respected by their 

colleagues, and that any grounds for disagreement with their conclusions will 

be fairly stated.  

2.4 Members should not publicly question the integrity or competence of their 

colleagues. Complaints of this kind should be directed to the Executive of 

their Professional Historians Association. 

2.5 Members who make statements and recommendations, express opinions and 

give evidence, should do so objectively and truthfully, and on the basis of 

adequate research. 

2.6 Members should take care to know of, and comply with, all legal 

requirements affecting their work. 

 

3.  RELATIONSHIPS WITH COLLEAGUES AND THE PROFESSION 

3.1 Members are expected to follow scholarly practice, including the 

acknowledgment of the work, ideas and methods of others. 



Introduction

We are pleased to present this directory for 2008 and invite you to contact the PHA 
members listed to undertake historical work. You may also contact the PHA (SA) 
on MessageBank (08) 8411 0161, and ask for information about projects to be 
circulated to all members.

The Professional Historians Association (SA) Inc represents qualified historians 
in South Australia who are professionally employed or commissioned to carry out 
historical work. There are professional historians associations in every state and 
territory and the PHA (SA) is a foundation member of the Australian Council of 
Professional Historians Associations (ACPHA). 

The PHA (SA) promotes the recording, research and presentation of history by 
qualified, accredited historians. We aim to ensure that the professional skills of 
our members are available for the benefit of clients and the community. Members 
carry out commissioned work for individuals and for all types of organisations. 
They include: government agencies, companies and private firms, historical 
societies, heritage and conservation groups, universities and other research 
organisations, museums, archives and libraries. 

Professional historians carry out research, evaluate information, prepare reports, 
write histories for publication or unpublished documents, and curate exhibitions. 
The titles of some of the publications of PHA members are given in the following 
pages. Members are skilled in locating and using the vast array of archival 
material, and are accomplished in all historical techniques including oral history, 
statistical analysis and historical interpretation. They are also experienced in 
working in partnership with other professionals such as architects and archivists 
and with community and voluntary groups. Evidence of the work of PHA (SA) 
members can be seen throughout Australia, in books, brochures, reports, guides, 
exhibitions, tourism products, heritage conservation projects, radio programs, oral 
history recordings and on the Internet. 

ACPHA has established national accreditation standards, a national code of 
ethics, a national scale of fees, a model contract, publicity and a website with links 
to each PHA. As a guide for clients, we include the ACPHA Code of Ethics in this 
directory. For more information (including fee scales) please visit the ACPHA 
website at <www.historians.org.au> or contact the PHA (SA) on MessageBank  
(08) 8411 0161.

Carol Cosgrove

President

January 2008
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		  Peter Bell
		  Historical Research Pty Ltd
		  PO Box 574, Goodwood SA 5034
	 ABN 	 94 067 546 525 
	 Telephone	 (08) 8373 1900   Mobile 04 0779 3652
	 E-mail	 pbell2@bigpond.com
	 Availability	 Full-time
	 Member status	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications/status	 BA(Hons), PhD (James Cook)
	 Membership of related societies	��� Australian Mining History Association; Australasian 

Society for Historical Archaeology; Australasian Institute 
of Maritime Archaeology; Society of Architectural 
Historians, Australia and New Zealand.

	 Professional experience	��� Art teacher; University lecturer in History, Archaeology, 
Architecture, Environmental studies; 11 years with State 
Heritage Branch, Adelaide.

	 Skills and services offered	�� Research; writing; heritage conservation; industrial 
archaeology; environmental assessment; lands title 
searches; teaching; photographic research.

	 Brief list of publications	� Timber and Iron (1984); ”If Anything, Too Safe”: the Mount 
Mulligan Coalmine Disaster of 1921 (1996); Early Bricks and 
Brickwork in South Australia (1998); AIMS: The First Twenty-
five Years (1998); Short History of Thuringowa (2000); The 
Aramac Tramway (2002). Numerous consulting reports, 
articles in journals, and conference papers on history, 
industrial and maritime archaeology, and conservation.

	 Research interests 	�� Mining history; architecture and building; conservation; 
heritage studies; history of technology; industrial history; 
Chinese migration; maritime history.
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		  Caroline Cosgrove
		  PO Box 335, Stirling   SA   5152
	 ABN	 34 749 477 485
	 Telephone	 (08) 8339 4279
	 E-mail	 carol@wallacecosgrove.com.au
	 Web site	 www.wallacecosgrove.com.au	
	 Availability	 Full-time
	 Member status	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications/status	� BA (ANU), Grad Dip Applied Science–Cultural Heritage 

Management (University of Canberra).
	 Membership of related societies	� National Trust of South Australia; Historical Society of 

South Australia; Mount Lofty Districts Historical Society.
Professional experience	�	�  Heritage consultant/historian for 11 years, including 6 

years with the ACT National Trust; preparation of site 
assessments, conservation management plans, heritage 
studies, a heritage survey, historical material for the 
internet; tutoring Aboriginal students; conducting oral 
histories; preparing heritage tour brochures.

	 Skills and services offered	� Historical research and writing; analysis and assessment 
of heritage significance; oral history; photographic 
research; project design; editing and proof-reading; text 
for tour brochures.

	 Brief list of publications	� Challenging Times: National Trust of South Australia, 1955-
2005 (co-author);  Twentieth Century Heritage Survey of 
SA, Stage 1: (1946-1959) Overview History; Kangaroo 
Island Heritage Survey; Prospect Heritage Review; 
articles for Heritage in Trust, the National Trust of 
Australia (ACT) magazine; Heritage Tour brochures of 
Hall Village and Barton, ACT; History and ‘Macks 
Southwell’ sites for the Cultural Map of the ACT on the 
internet: http://pandora.nla.gov.au/
pan/13919/20020125/www.culturalmap.act.gov.au/
index.html Tharwa (ACT) Heritage Survey; Pisé Places 
in the ACT (heritage study); Duntroon Dairy (ACT) 
Conservation Plan, and Interpretation Plan; Bass 
Gardens (ACT) Conservation Plan; Glenburn, Kowen 
(ACT) Conservation Plan; Ginninderra Blacksmith’s 
Workshop (ACT) Conservation Plan; ‘Canberra: A City 
Born of Federation’ travelling exhibition.

	 Research interests 	� Architecture; Australian studies; Conservation; 
Environment; Heritage studies; Pastoralism; Political 
history; South Australian studies.
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		�  Peter Donovan, Donovan & Associates, History and 
Historic Preservation Consultants

		�  PO Box 436, Blackwood,  
South Australia, 5051

	 ABN 	 21 950 806 653
	 Telephone	 (08) 8270 1770
	 Mobile	 0413 910 234
	 Fax	 (08) 8270 1770
	 E-mail	 donovanassociates@bigpond.com
	 Availability 	 Full-time
	 Member status 	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications 	� BA (Hons), MA
	 Membership of related societies 	� Professional Historians Association (SA), Australian 

Historical Association, Australia ICOMOS, Oral History 
Association of Australia (SA), South Australian 
Genealogy & Heraldry Society, National Council of 
Public History, Historical Society of South Australia, 
National Trust of South Australia.

	 Professional experience 	� Donovan & Associates has been engaged in historical 
research and writing and heritage projects since 1980. 
Projects have been undertaken in all mainland states for 
clients that have come from all levels of government, 
and small and large organisations including major 
national companies such as Goodman Fielder, George 
Weston Foods and Johnson & Johnson.

	 Skills and services offered 	� Donovan & Associates is skilled in all aspects of 
historical research and writing. It is also skilled in book 
production and is able to take books from concept to 
publication. The firm has also established a network of 
contacts with complementary skills in such fields as 
architecture and photography.

	 Publications/reports 	� Donovan & Associates has completed more than 50 
books that include local histories of Alice Springs and 
Port Wakefield; corporate histories of Faulding, Adelaide 
Airport, Tip Top Bakeries, Johnson & Johnson; histories 
of government agencies such as the South Australian 
Highways Department, the Defence Science and 
Technology Organisation, the Australian Protective 
Service; a history of a golf club, another of a nursing 
organization, a history of the Millewa Forest and 
histories of several schools.	

	 Research interests 	� Agriculture; Architecture; Australian studies; Biography; 
Business history; Conservation; Cultural tourism; 
Environment; Genealogy; Govt. admin; Heritage studies; 
Industrial history; Industrialisation; Local history; 
Mining history; Organisation histories; Pastoralism; 
Political history; Religious history; Science; South 
Australian studies; Sports history; Urban history.
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		  Tom Gara
		�  P0 Box 93,  

Semaphore SA 5019
	        ABN 	 11 435 197 501
	 Telephone	 (08) 8341 7581
	 E-mail	 tgara@ozemail.com.au
	 Availability 	 Part-time
	 Member status 	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications 	 BA (Hons) (Adelaide)
	 Membership of related societies 	� Royal Geographical Society of SA; Anthropological 

Society of SA; Australian Historical Association; 
Australian Institute of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
Studies.

	 Professional experience 	� 20 years of experience working with Aboriginal people 
on heritage surveys, oral history and native title 
research.

	 Skills and services offered 	� Ethnographic/ethnohistorical research; Aboriginal 
consultation, liaison and site surveys; native title/land 
claims research; archival advice; compiling 
bibliographies; oral history.

	 Publications/reports 	 �‘Aboriginal culture’ in Flinders History of South Australia: 
Social History (1986); ‘The archaeology of Daisy Bates’ 
campsite at Ooldea’ (1989); ‘The life of Ivaritji (Princess 
Amelia) of the Kaurna tribe’ (1990); ‘“Tackling the back 
country”: Richard Maurice’s expeditions in the Great 
Victoria Desert, 1897-1903’ (1994); ‘The life and times of 
Mullawirraburka (‘King John’) of the Adelaide tribe’ 
(1998); ‘History, anthropology and native title’ (2002); 
‘Adelaide at the time of Koeler’s visit’ in Hermann 
Koeler’s Adelaide (2006); contributor to Australian 
Dictionary of Biography and The Wakefield Companion to 
South Australian History.	

	 Research interests 	� Aboriginal studies; Australian studies; Conservation; 
Cultural diversity; Cultural tourism; Environment; 
European exploration; Heritage studies; Pastoralism; 
South Australian studies; Sports history.
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		  Karen George, Historically Speaking
		�  36 Princes Avenue,  

Crafers West SA 5152
	 ABN	 80 60829 3838
	 Telephone	 61 8 8339 4555  Mobile 0419 860 055 
	 Fax	  61 8 8339 4555  
	 E-mail	 histspk@tpg.com.au
	 Web	 www.historicallyspeaking.com.au
	 Availability	 Part-time
	 Member status	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications/status	 BA Hons (Adelaide); MA (ANU); PhD (Adelaide)
	 Membership of related societies	� Oral History Association of Australia SA Branch Inc; 

Anthropological Society of SA; SA Writers Centre.
	 Professional experience	� Fifteen years of experience as a professional historian 

and sole proprietor of Historically Speaking (consultant 
historian and writer); Consultant for National Library of 
Aust and State Library of SA, Eight years as Oral 
Historian for Adelaide City Council; Currently Research 
Historian for Children in State Care Commission of 
Inquiry.

	 Skills and services offered	� Archival research and advice, specialist in oral history 
including teaching methodology, project development 
and management, research and writing for exhibitions, 
writing for publication, native title research; public 
speaking, indexing. 

	 Publications/reports	 �Children in State Care Commission of Inquiry Historical 
volume (in press 2008); Finding your own way: a guide 
to records of children’s homes in SA (2005); ‘Oral History 
and Human Geography’ in Qualitative Research 
Methods in Human Geography (co-author, 2005); 
Clovelly Park Community Health Service 30th 
anniversary permanent display (2005) With butterfly 
wings– the Diabetes SA story–historical display (2003); 
‘Responses to the interview experience’ in D. Mellor & 
A. Haebich (eds), Many Voices, Reflections of 
experiences of Indigenous child separation (2002); 
contributor to Wakefield Companion to South Australian 
History (2001); A place of their own: the men and 
women of war service land settlement at Loxton after the 
Second World War (1999); City Memory: a guide and 
index to the City of  Adelaide oral history collection 
(1999). 

	� Research interests	� Aboriginal studies, Agriculture, Australian studies, 
Biography, Business history, Cultural diversity, Govt. 
admin., House history, Housing industry, Local history, 
Organisation histories, South Australian studies, Urban 
history, War and peace studies, Welfare history
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		  Rob Linn
		  Historical Consultants Pty Ltd
		  671 Cherry Gardens Road
		  Cherry Gardens SA 5157
	 ABN 	 16 640 218 696
	 Telephone	 (08) 8388 2138
	 Fax 	 (08) 8388 2323
	 E-mail	 roblinn@chariot.net.au
	 Availability 	 Full-time
	 Member status 	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications 	 BA (Hons), MA (Adelaide).
	 Membership of related societies 	� Oral History Association of Australia (SA); Royal 

Agricultural and Horticultural Society of SA; Rural 
Media Association; Historical Society of SA.

	 Professional experience 	� Over 20 years experience in all forms of research, 
writing, publication and project management; 
community history; print and electronic publishing. 
Recipient of Australian and overseas publishing and 
literary awards. Specialist in oral history interviewing.

	 Skills and services offered 	� Exhibitions; multimedia; oral history; expert witness 
statements; photographic research; project design; public 
speaking; publication production; publicity; research; 
teaching; writing.

	 Publications/reports 	� More than 25 books and electronic publications, plus 
numerous articles and chapters in editions from local 
and regional studies to international corporations. Titles 
include A Diverse Land–a history of the Lower Murray, 
Lakes and Coorong; Nature’s Pilgrim; Bungaree: Land, Stock 
& People; Power, Progress & Profit: a history of the 
Australian Accounting Profession; Earth, vine, grape, wine: 
Yalumba & its people; Breaking the Mould–a history of SOLA 
Optical; Murray Water is Thicker than Blood; Shifting Sands 
to Solid Rock: 90 Years of Frontier Services; Those Turbulent 
Years: a history of the City of Adelaide 1929–1979; One Piece 
of Leather – R.M. Williams; Community of Strength: Loxton 
& its People. 

	 Research interests 	� Agriculture; Australian studies; Biography; Business 
history; Conservation; Historical plants; Industrial 
history; Environment; Housing industry; Local history; 
Medical and health history; Mining history; Organisation 
histories; Pastoralism; Religious history; Science; South 
Australian studies; Wine industry.
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	 	 Susan Marsden 
	 South Australia:	 1 Rosalind Street, Erindale SA 5066 
	 ABN 	 39 652 895 214
	 Telephone  	 (08) 8331 3839   
	 E-mail	 smarsden@bigpond.net.au
	 Availability  	 Full-time 
	 Member status	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications/status	 BA (Hons), PhD
	 Membership of related societies	� Australian Historical Association; Oral History Association 

of Australia (Honorary Life Member); Historical Society of 
South Australia; National Trust of SA.  

	 Professional experience	�� Highly-experienced history and heritage consultant on 
national, state and local projects and commissioned 
histories, as well as employment as South Australian 
State Historian, and National Conservation Manager at 
the Australian Council of National Trusts, Canberra.   

	 Skills and services offered	� Research and writing of wide range of Australian 
history; oral history; exhibitions; collections assessment; 
project management; heritage studies; public speaking, 
broadcasting, teaching and conferences.

	 Publications/reports	� Author/co-author of more than 30 books and internet 
publications including Historical guidelines (SA State 
Historic Preservation Plan); Heritage of the River Murray; 
Business, charity and sentiment: the SA Housing Trust 1936–
1986; Heritage of the City of Adelaide; Adelaide: a brief 
history; ‘South Australia’ (in Oxford Companion to 
Australian History); Federation: the guide to records (also on 
Internet); Urban heritage…Australia’s capital city centres 
(also Internet); entries in Australian Dictionary of 
Biography; Our house: histories of Australian homes 
(Internet); Our first six: archives of Australia’s prime 
ministers (also Internet); Coals to Newcastle: a history of coal 
loading at the Port of Newcastle NSW 1797–1997; 
Newcastle–a brief history; SW Region NSW: Thematic history 
(Roads & Traffic Authority); ‘Scoping the heritage values of 
post-1945 urban development in Canberra’; The Royal: a 
castle grand, a purpose noble. A history of the Royal 
Newcastle Hospital 1817-2005; Challenging times: the 
National Trust of South Australia 1955–2005; Canberra 
tracks (heritage tourism guide); Vintage Melbourne. 
(co-author).	

	 Research interests �	� SA, ACT and regional NSW history; Australian studies; 
Biography; Conservation; Environment; Government 
administration; Heritage studies; House history; 
Housing industry; Local history; Material culture; 
Organisation histories; Political history; South Australian 
studies; Urban history; Visual arts; Welfare history.
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		  Robert Martin
		�  Unit 7, 1 Frederick Street,  

Maylands SA 5069
	        ABN 	 48 941 837 072
	 Telephone	 (08) 8362 8262
	 E-mail	 psumerling@ozemail.com.au
	 Availability 	 Full-time
	 Member status 	 Professional historian
	 Academic qualifications 	 BA (Hons)
	 Membership of related societies 	� History Council of SA: Historical Society of SA; Mount 

Lofty Districts Historical Society (Life Member); 
Kensington & Norwood Historical  Society; SA 
Genealogy & Heraldry Society.	

	 Professional experience 	� 26 years as a researcher, author, editor, tutor.
	 Skills and services offered	 Research, writing, editing, proof-reading.	�
	 Publications/reports 	� Responsible Government in South Australia Vol. 2: Playford
		�   to Rann (in press 2008); Under Mount Lofty: A history of 

the Stirling district in South Australia (1987; 2nd edn 
revised and enlarged 1996); editor of Views from the Hills 
(2002); editor and contributor The Lasting Hills (2006); 
co-editor and contributor Valleys of Stone (2006); 
co-author Skelmorlie to South Australia: The Kirk Family 
History (1986).

	 Research interests	� Biography, Genealogy, Heritage Studies, Local History, 
South Australian studies.
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		  Bernard O’Neil  
		  O’Neil Historical & Editorial Services 
		  PO Box 2, Klemzig SA 5087
	        ABN 	 49 570 820 821
	 Telephone	 (08) 8261 0077
	 E-mail	 bernard.oneil@adelaide.edu.au 
	 Availability 	 Part-time
	 Member status 	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications 	 �BA (Hons), MA (Adelaide). Visiting Research Fellow 

(History), University of Adelaide
	 Membership of related societies 	� Oral History Association (SA); Historical Society of SA; 

Australian Mining History Association; History of 
Science, Ideas and Technology Group; Australian Society 
of Authors; Society of Editors (SA).

	 Professional experience 	� Three decades of research, writing, editing and 
publication production experience, including extensive 
research interstate and overseas.

	 Skills and services offered 	 �Research; writing; archival advice; compiling 
bibliographies; proof-reading; editing; indexing; oral 
history; publication production liaison; records 
management.

	 Publications/reports 	� In Search of Mineral Wealth (1982); The Cooper and 
Eromanga Basins, Australia (1989) (ed.); The Long Haul: 
Australian National 1978–1988 (1992) (co-author); Above 
and Below (1995); In the Marist Tradition (1997) 
(co-author); Learning for life: St Mary’s Hostel and the CWL 
Child Care Centre (1999); The Building of Economics at 
Adelaide, 1901–2001 (2003) (co-author); The Square 
Kilometre Array Radio Telescope: the case for a South 
Australian site at Murnpeowie Station (2003); ‘For the Love 
of Books’ (2007) co-author. Contributor to Australian 
Dictionary of Biography; Living in South Australia (1987); 
Australians: a historical library (1987); The German 
Experience of Australia 1833–1938 (1988); The Bannon 
Decade (1992); Playford’s South Australia (1996) (co-editor); 
The Wakefield Companion to South Australian History 
(2001). 

	 Research interests 	� Aboriginal studies; Agriculture; Australian studies; 
Biography; Business history; Government 
administration; Industrial history; Mining history; 
Organisation histories; Pastoralism; Science; South 
Australian studies; Sports history.
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		  Mandy Paul
		�  P0 Box 93,  

Semaphore SA 5019
	        ABN 	 97 893 206 172
	 Telephone	 (08) 8341 7581
	 Fax	 (08) 8341 7581
	 E-mail	 mandypaul@ozemail.com.au
	 Availability 	 Part-time
	 Member status 	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications 	 �BA (Hons) (Melbourne); Grad Dip Museum Studies 

(Victoria College); MA (La Trobe)
	 Membership of related societies 	� Museums Australia, Oral History Association of 

Australia (SA Branch), Australian Historical Association, 
Northern Territory Historical Association.

	 Professional experience 	� Professional historian and curator for over 15 years. 
Expertise in native title research (including expert 
reports), general historical research (including oral 
history) and museum work (exhibitions and 
multimedia).

	 Skills and services offered 	� Research, writing, oral history, curatorial advice, 
displays, native title research, multimedia.

	 Publications/reports 	� ‘Reflecting on Past Practice: the Alice Springs Arrernte 
Claim’ in Crossing Boundaries: Cultural, legal, historical and 
practice issues in Native Title (2004); ‘Married to the Land: 
Land Grants to Aboriginal Women in South Australia, 
1848-1911’ in Australian Historical Studies (co-author) 
(2003); Through a Smoky Mirror: History and Native Title 
(co-editor) (2002); ‘Australia, Motherland We Love’ in 
Victorian Icon: The Royal Exhibition Building (1996); Benga: 
A Conservation Study (co- author) (1994). 

	 Research interests 	� Aboriginal studies; Australian studies; Cultural 
diversity; Gender studies; Material culture; Pastoralism; 
South Australian studies; Northern Territory history.
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	 	 Pauline Payne
		  59 Jeffcott Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
	        ABN 	 ABN 2367 2367 687
	 Telephone	 (08) 8361 8040
	 E-mail	
	 Availability 	 Part-time
	 Member status 	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications 	� BA, Dip Social Studies (Adelaide), Dip Public and 

SocAdmin (Oxford), PhD (Adelaide).
	 Membership of related societies 	�� Historical Society of South Australia; Oral History 

Association of Australia (SA); History of Science, Ideas 
and Technology Group; Medical Heritage Society; 
Australian Garden History Society.

	 Professional experience 	� Social welfare; tertiary teaching; heritage surveys; 
research consultancies; projects designed to increase 
community access to historical research.

	 Skills and services offered 	�� Research; writing; editing; oral history; publication 
production; public speaking; publicity; project design 
and supervision.

	 Publications/reports 	� Include ‘Living in Prospect’ in Treasure (1993); ‘Science 
at the Periphery’ in Darwin and the Pacific (1995); 
Thebarton: Old and New (1996); St Ann’s College: The first 
fifty years 1947–1997 (1998); Helping Hand Aged Care 1953–
2003: a History (2003); The Diplomatic Gardener: Richard 
Schomburgk: explorer and botanic garden director (2007) 
coauthor Gardens in South Australia 1840–1940 (1998) and 
The Australian Barley Board: Making the Right Moves, 1939–
1999 (1999); contributor to German Experience of Australia 
1833–1938 (1988); William Shakespeare’s Adelaide 1860–
1930 (1992), Playford’s South Australia (1996), and A 
Generation of Legacy Service (1997). 

	 Research interests 	� Aged care; Agriculture; Architecture; Australian studies; 
Biography; Cultural tourism; Education; Garden history; 
Government administration; Migration; Labour studies; 
Law; Organisation histories; Science; South Australian 
studies; History of technology; Welfare history.



DIRECTORY OF CONSULTANT HISTORIANS & RESEARCHERS 2008

12

	 	 Geoff Speirs
		  20 Montana Drive, Happy Valley  SA  5159
	        ABN 	 12 732 128 018
	 Telephone	 8387 5940
	 Mobile 	 0439 872 116
	 E-mail	 geoffems@internode.on.net
	 Availability 	 Full-time
	 Member status 	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications 	 BA (Hons) Dip. Ed
	 Membership of related societies 	� Museums Australia
	 Professional experience 	� 20 years’ experience working with community history 

groups as a staff member of the History Trust of South 
Australia; six years’ experience as a freelance historical 
and museum consultant.  Skills and services offered 
Research; writing; editing; oral history; exhibition 
planning and installation; scripting and editing for 
multimedia; museums collections management and 
significance assessments; museum reviews and 
feasibility studies. 

	 Skills and services offered 	� Research; writing; editing; oral history; exhibition 
planning and installation; scripting and editing for 
multimedia; museums collections management and 
significance assessments; museum reviews and 
feasibility studies.

	 Publications/reports 	� Interpretation plans for museums or visitor centres at 
Woomera, Mount Lofty Summit, Head of Bight, 
Kalgoorlie War Museum; Midland Railway Workshops 
(Perth); feasibility studies or museum reviews for cities 
of Norwood, Payneham St Peters and Charles Sturt, and 
museums at Burra and Penneshaw; significance 
assessments for collections at the SA Folk Federation, 
Mount Lofty & Districts Historical Society and Willunga 
Courthouse Museum; Publications: Museums in South 
Australia Directory; Collecting South Australian History; 
articles in History Trust magazines,  and in compilations 
such as the Wakefield Companion to South Australian 
History.

	 Research interests 	� Aboriginal studies; Australian studies; Biography; 
Cultural tourism; Environment; Heritage studies; House 
history; Industrial history; Material culture; Pastoralism; 
South Australian studies.



DIRECTORY OF CONSULTANT HISTORIANS & RESEARCHERS 2008

		  Patricia Sumerling
		  Unir 7/1 Frederick Street
		  Maylands SA 5069
	 ABN	 89 237 654 996
	 Telephone	 (08) 8362 8262
	 E-mail	 psumerling@ozemail.com.au
	 Availability	 Negotiable
	 Member status	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications/status	 BA (Hons) (Adelaide), MA (Flinders)
	 Membership of related societies	� Historical Society of South Australia, Norwood, 

Payneham, St Peters Historical Society, North Adelaide 
Society

	 Professional experience	� More than two decades as a researcher; 13 years as a hotel 
historian; conservation studies of public and private 
buildings; heritage survey consultant; land use surveys of 
industrial lands; record management and archival 
experience; former historian for 6 years with Adelaide 
City Council.

	 Skills and services offered	� Archival and library research; heritage studies; lands title 
searches, oral history; photographic research; public 
speaking; research; historical tour guide; writing;

	 Publications/reports	 �Heritage of the City of Adelaide (1990) (co-author); ‘’The 
West End’ in William Shakespeare’s Adelaide 1860-1930 
(1992); Aldersgate, a history 1943-1992 (1992); Down at the 
Local: A History of the Hotels of Norwood, Kensington & Kent 
Town (1998); contributor to Wakefield Companion to 
South Australian History (2001).

	� Research interests	� Architecture, Australian studies, Biography; Compiling 
bibliographies; Crime; Cultural Tourism; Heritage studies; 
Hotel and liquor industry; House history;  Industrial 
history; Law;  Local history; Mining History; Organisation 
histories; South Australian studies; Urban history.
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		  Evelyn Wallace-Carter
		�  12 Shaftesbury Tce, Marino, SA, 5049
	 Telephone	 (08) 8296 9386   mobile 04 0880 7077
	 E-mail	 evelyn@flinders.edu.au
	 Availability 	 Part-time
	 Member status 	 Professional Historian
	 Academic qualifications 	 �BA (Hons) (Flinders)
	 Membership of related societies 	� Australian and New Zealand Shakespeare Association; 

Australian and New Zealand Association for Medieval 
and Early Modern Studies; Friends of the SA Maritime 
Museum; Friends of the South Australian Opera.

	 Professional experience 	� Public relations officer for SA Department of Fisheries 
and later for Hillcrest psychiatric hospital. Worked in a 
similar field in London.

	 Skills and services offered 	� Research and writing various reports, journal articles, 
newsletters, promotional material, speeches and 
histories.

	 Publications/reports 	� For they were fishers – a social history of the fishing industry 
in South Australia (1987); ‘The Adelaide Fish Market in 
Brian Dickey (ed.), William Shakespeare’s Adelaide 1860-
1930 (1992); contributor to Wilfred Prest, The Wakefield 
Companion to South Australian History (2001).

	 Research interests 	 �Australian studies; Biography; Business history; 
Government administration; Heritage studies; 
Pastoralism; Performing arts; South Australian studies; 
Local history; Maritime history; Organisation histories; 
Visual arts; Literary studies.
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Index
Skills and Services
Aboriginal consultation 4
Archival advice 4, 5, 9
Compiling bibliographies 4,9,13
Conservation plans 2
Curatorial advice 10
Displays 10
Editing 2, 8, 9, 11, 12
Environmental assessment 1
Ethnographic research 4
Exhibitions 5, 6, 7, 10
Expert witness 6
Heritage surveys/studies 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 11, 12, 13, 14
Indexing 5, 9
Industrial archaeology 1 
Lands titles searches 1, 13
Multimedia 6, 10, 
Museum reviews 12
Native title research 4, 5, 10
Oral history 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13
Photography 3
Photographic research 1, 2, 6, 13
Project design 2, 6, 11
Project management 7
Proof-reading 2, 8, 9
Public speaking 5, 6, 7, 11, 13
Publication production 6, 9, 11
Publicity 6, 11
Records management 9
Research 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14
Site surveys 4
Teaching 1, 5, 6, 7
Tour guides/brochures 2, 13 
Writing 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14

Special interests
Aboriginal studies 4, 5, 9, 10, 12
ACT history 2, 7
Aged care 11
Agriculture 3, 5, 6, 9, 11
Architecture 1, 2, 3,11, 13
Australian studies 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14
Biography 3, 5, 6, 7, 8,  9, 11, 12, 13, 14 
Business history 3, 5, 6, 9, 14

Chinese migration 1
Conservation 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7
Cultural diversity 4, 5, 10
Cultural tourism 3, 4, 11, 12, 13
Education 11
Environment 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 12
European exploration 4 
Garden history 11
Genealogy 3, 8
Gender studies 10
Government administration 7, 9, 11, 14
Heritage studies 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14
Historical plants 6
History of technology 1, 11
House history 5, 7, 12, 13
Housing industry 5, 6, 7
Industrial history 1, 3, 6, 9, 12, 13
Labour studies 11
Literary studies 14
Local history 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13. 14
Maritime history 1, 14
Material culture 7, 10, 12
Medical and health history 6
Migration 11
Mining history 1, 3, 6, 9, 13
NSW history 7
Northern Territory history 10
Organisation histories 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 13, 14
Pastoralism 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 10, 12, 14
Performing arts 14
Political history 2, 3, 7
Regional history 7 
Religious history 3, 6
Science 3, 6, 9, 11
South Australian studies 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13, 14
Sports history 3, 4, 9
Technology 11
Urban history 3, 5, 7, 11, 13
Visual arts 7, 14
War and peace 5 
Welfare history 5, 7, 11
Wine industry 6






